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Sacred forests
In the Boé hundreds of small forests exist as sacred sites,
protected by informal rules and traditional believes. These
rules are enforced by forest spirits, considered to be the
true owners of these forests. If someone cuts down (part
of) these forests, nature will defend itself as the forest
deities will cause harm to that person, just as that person
has caused harm to them. It happened this year with a
farmer cutting down a sacred site on Béli’s territory. He fell
seriously ill and the whole of the Boé talks about it.
This network of forest sites is a backbone for conservation.
Chimbo’s field staff, led by Bucari Camara and Katharina
Kühnert, started to map the sacred forests of the first 5
pilot villages: Munhini, Capebonde, Canquidima, Dinguirai
and Dandum. At this moment 14 more villages have
indicated that they like to work with us on the protection
of their sacred forests.
Results Chimpanzee conservation
We are often asked how we know if our efforts are effective, in particular for Chimpanzee numbers. The standard
methods to estimate the number of Chimpanzees in a certain area showed enormous differences between sites in
Boé but are also very labour-intensive. Therefore, we have decided to monitor animal numbers using trap-camera’s
that will remain at the same places for a prolonged time-span (20-10 years). Comparing the results over those years
will give us information about trends in large mammal presence and results of conservation efforts.

Microprojects
Community based conservation can only work if people realise that their interests are
taken care of. The outcome of negotiations on local people’s involvement usually is a
delicate balance between conservation priorities and what the population wants. Our
request to send in proposals for microprojects has been received with enthusiasm:
inhabitants of 20 different villages (25% of the villages) sent in 68 proposals with 18
different types of projects. We are pleased to notice that quite a few people want to plant
trees to restore degraded forests or ask for equipment to control bush fires.

Meeting with Imams
Spirituality is an essential element in human society, and
certainly so in the Boé. We organised a first meeting
with the imams of the Boé, the spiritual leadership of the
village societies. Bucari Camara and Abdullai Djallo gave
a presentation inspired by a conference in Qatar on
nature conservation as mentioned in the Holy Qu’ran.
This started a lively discussion in Fula language. The
imams expressed their deep gratitude for this first “Boéimams-meeting”, and invited us to organise such
meetings to exchange knowledge and experience more
regularly.

Bicycles “Nationale Park Hoge Veluwe”
We received 100 bicycles from “De Hoge Veluwe”
National Park (The Netherlands). These bicycles have
been used for about 6 years, are extremely, and
where needed repaired by De Hoge Veluwe before
presenting them to us. The bicycles are very welldesigned, especially for use by the women of the
Boé. We started distributing the bicycles to the
villagers that we work with: female Chimbo village
committee members, our 4 focal points and owner
groups of sacred forests.

Egbert Wesselink passed away
On the 21st of December Egbert Wesselink, Chimbo’s former treasurer, passed away. He was
a dear friend and a wise man. He enriched our strategic discussions with unconventional
insights. We will always remember the warm and beautiful speech he gave at the funeral of
David Goedmakers. We will miss him.
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